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Forsyth County Schools 

Education Programs for Gifted Students 

Evaluation Eligibility Chart 

 

 In option A and B, information may be gathered in the four categories below.  

 Any data or instrument used to establish eligibility in one category shall not be used to establish eligibility 

in another category.  

 If a rating scale is used to evaluate creativity, a rating scale shall not be used to evaluate motivation. If a 

rating scale is used to evaluate motivation, a rating scale shall not be used to evaluate creativity.  

 Any piece of information used to establish eligibility shall be current within two years.  

 Test scores from private (paid) entities may not be used to determine program eligibility but may be used as 

evidence to support referral for testing in Forsyth County Schools.    

 

Category 

& Tests used in FCS 

Option A Option B 

 Student must have a qualifying score 

in the mental ability AND 

achievement categories.   

Student must qualify in three of the 

four categories.  

Mental Ability 

CogAT 

 Grades K-2 99th% percentile 

composite score on a nationally age 

normed mental ability test (CogAT) 

 Grades 3-12 ≥ 96th percentile 

composite score on a nationally age 

normed mental ability test (CogAT) 

 Grades K- 12 ≥ 96th percentile 

composite OR appropriate 

component score on a nationally 

age normed mental ability tests  

(CogAT) 

Achievement 

ITBS or ITED 

 Grades K-12 ≥ 90th percentile Total 

Reading, Total Math, or Complete 

Battery on a nationally normed 

achievement test 

(K-8, ITBS; 9-12, ITED) 

 Grades K-12 ≥ 90th percentile Total 

Reading, Total Math, or Complete 

Battery on a nationally normed 

achievement test  

(K-8, ITBS; 9-12, ITED) 

Motivation 

GES-3, K-5 

CAIMI, 4-5 

GPA, 6-12 

 Data may be gathered in this 

category if necessary.   

 Grades 6-12 Two-year average of a 

3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale in regular 

core subject of mathematics, 

English/language arts, social 

studies, science, and full year world 

languages 

 Grades K-12 Rating scales used to 

qualify student motivation must 

equate to the 90th percentile 

(GES-3, K-5; CAIMI, 4-5) 

 

Creativity 

TTCT 

 Data may be gathered in this 

category if necessary.   

 Grades K-12 ≥ 90th percentile on 

composite score of a 

nationally normed creativity test 

(TTCT) 

Testing will cease if 2 non-eligible scores are achieved in the gifted evaluation process.  
Mental Ability -      Cognitive Abilities Test, CogAT 

Achievement -        Iowa Test of Basic Skills, ITBS 

                                Iowa Test of Educational Development, ITED 

Creativity-              Torrance Test of Creative Thinking, TTCT  

Motivation -           Hawthorne Gifted Evaluation Scale, Third Edition, GES-3   

                               Children’s Academic Intrinsic Motivation Inventory, CAIMI  

                               Grade Point Average, GPA 
 


